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Phonlces

what ts Phowntes ?
Phownles is a wethod for teaching reading and writing the
English
langunge by developing learners' phonetic awareness — the
ability to hear, Ldentify, and manipulate phonemes—in or-
der to teach the corvespondence between these sounds and
the spelling patterns (graphemes) that vepresent them.

Therve are 44 maln sounds tn the English Language. Each
sound Ls
represented by a gropheme (the written representation of a

sound).
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ALL of these resources can be accessed on the school web-
site.




what is ELS?

Escential Letters and Sounds (ELS) Ls our chosen Phonics progravume. [t teaches
childven to read bU Loimtlﬂj’m@ the phonemes (smallest wunit of soundl) and
grophemes (writtem version of the sound) within words and using these to vead
words. Childven experience the joy of
boolks and
language whilst vapldly acquiring the skills they need to become fluent inde-

pemimt veaders anod wrlters

How do we teach phonics?
- We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching phonices.
- Your child will experience the same classroom routings within
each lessom whieh veduces cognttive Load and maximises the
chances of success.
AlL children ave supported within the lesson to use thelr new
phonte kinowledge tnoependently.

In every stngle ELS Lesson, Your child will make the direct
application to reading.

Daily Phownics sessions - these start from the beginning of Re-

ception

Phonics throughout the day to veview new sounds and graph-
emes tauoht

Lots of opportunities for oral blending - c/oa/t

Mabn focus Ls on word recognition. However, new vocabulary
Ls also given and explained Ln every Lesson.

Opportunities for writing - new grapheme, words and sentenc-




Progression in the teaching of Phonics,
We start teaching phonics as early as Nursery, focusing on

those basie skills needed from thelr first day to ensure they have

the skills and knowledge to become fluent and confident readers.

Nursery Phase 1

Covering all the 7 aspects

R@ceptlow Autumn 1 | Phase 2
oval blending,

Sounding out and blending with 23 new
grapheme phoneme corvespondence (GPCS).

12 New havder to vead words. (HRS).

Autumn 2 |Phase 3
oval blending.

Sounding out and blending with 29 new
SPCS.

Spring 1 |22 New harder to read words.

SPp rng 2

Sumner 1 |Phase 4
oval blending .
No new GPCS oy HRS.

Word structures such as ceve evee, cevee.

Summer 2 |Phase 5
(Introductlon to Phose 5.
20 New GPCS.

16 new HRS.




Progression in the teaching of Phonices

Y@W 1

Autummn 1

Phase 5

Revision of previously taught Phase 5

Autummn 2

agPC’s.
2 New gPCs.

9 HRS.

SPp ring 1

Sp ring 2

Phase 5

Alternative spellings for previously taught
sounds GPCS.

49 New GPCS.
4 New HR.S.
Oval blending,.

Revision of Phase 2,3 and 4.

Year1t 5
Year 2

SUMer

wWith ELS phonics, teaching does not stop
at the end of Year 1, but contlnues as chil-
dren move through school, with links belng
made between thelr GPC Rinowledge and
spelling,

Revision of all previously taught GPC's for
reading and spelling,.

wider reading, spelling and writing curric-

ulumn,




The Phases tn mwore detatl:
Phase 1

Phase One concentrates on developing children's speaking and Listen-
ing skills and lays the foundations for the phonic work which starts in
Phase 2. The emphasts during Phase 1 Ls to get children attuned to the
sounds around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and
segmenting skills.

Aspect 1 - general Sound Diserimbnation - Environmental

The atm of this aspect Ls to vaise children's awareness of the sounds
around theme and to develop thelr Listening skills. Activities suggested
Ln the guldance include golng on a Listentng walk, druumming on dif-
ferent items outsioe and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds Lotto
game anod making shakers.

Aspect 2 - general Sound Discrimination - nstrumental Sounds

This aspect aLms to Ofex/etop children's awareness o{ sounds made b@ Var-

LOUS

instruments and notse makers. Activities tnclude comparing and
matehing sound makers, playing tnstruments alongside a story and

making Loud and guiet sounds.

Aspect 3 - General Sound Discrimination - Booly Percussion

The abm of this aspect is to develop children's awareness of sounds andl

hythms. Activities include stnging - songs ano ac-

tlon vhywes, Listening to musie and
developing a sounds vocabulary.

Aspect 4 - Rhgthm and Rlngme

=1

This aspect aLms to devetop children's \k appmclatlow




The Phases tn wwore detail:

Phase 1
Aspect 5 - Alliteration

The focus Ls on initial sounds of words, with activities including 1 Spy

type games and matehing objects which begin with the same sound.

Aspect & - Volee sSunis

The alm is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin

oral

blending and seomenting. Activities tnclude Metal Milke, wheve children
feed pletures of objects into a toy robot's mouth and the teacher sownds
out the name of the object in a robot volce—/c/-/u/-/p/ cup, with the chil-

dre Vbj olning Lin.

Aspect 7 - Oral Blending and Segmenting

In this aspect, the main abm Ls to develop oral blending and segmenting,
skills.

To practise oval blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as /c/
-/w/-/p/ anol see whether the chilolven can pick out a cup from a group of
objects. For segmenting practise, the teacher couldd hold up an object such
as o

N | I cock
’ - ka VU and
0 Vi L ,

tp g l‘gtlfle

chtlddven which sounds th@@ can hear Lw the word socle. The actlvities




The Phases tn wwore detail:

Phase 2

n Phase 2, Letters and thelr sounds ave introduced one at a time. A set of
Letters Ls taught each week, tn the following sequence:

Setil:s,a,tp
Set2: L, n, m, o
Set3:0,0,¢ R
Set4:ck, e, u, v

Set5:h b, £, L L ss

As soon 0s each set of Letters is tntroduced, children will be encouraged to
use thelr knowledge of the Letter sounds to blend and sound out words.
For example, they will Learn to blend the sounds s-a-t to make the word

sat. They will also start learniing to segment words. For example, they

might be asked to find the letter sownds that malee the word tap from a
small selee-
tlon of the put of / mag-

netle / letters.
to 90

The Harder
to reaol wordls




The Phases tn wwore detail:

Phase =

BY the tlme tl/\e@ veach Phase =2, childven will aLreadg be able to blend

and

segment words containing the 19 Letters taught in Phase 2.
Set ézj, V, W, X

SetF: Y, 2, 22, qu, eh

Set g :sh, th, ng, nk

Set 9: ai, ee, Lgh, on

Set 10: es (wheve there Ls no change to the voot wordl)

Set 11: ar, uy, 0o, or

Set 12: ow, ol, ear, air

Set 13: uve, er, oW
he

‘PMSVI

all




The Phases tn wwore detail:

Phase 4

Whewn children stavt Phase Four of the programme, they will kinow o
grapheme for each of the 52 phonemes. They will be able to blend pho-
nemaes to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words and segment tin

oroler to spell them.

Children will also have begun reading stratght forward two-syllable

words and stvmple captions, as well as reading and spelling some high
frequency words.

In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aime of this
phase ts to consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them Learn to
react and spell words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap,

string and wilk and a variety of words structures:
cvee ed

CCVve ed /t/

cevee ed/ o/

CCVCC er / est




The Phases tn wwore detail:

Phase 5

In Phase FLve, children will learn weore graphenes and phonenes. For ex-

ample, tlxx% aLremig lknow aL as L valn, but now tw% wLLL be Lntroduced

to ay os L dag and a-e as L make.

Alternative pronwnciations for graphemes will also be introduced, .. en
Ln tea, head and break. With practice, speed at recognising and blending
graphenes will improve. Word and spelling knowledge will be worked on
extensively.

Below ave some examples:
Set 14: ay ounleeq,

Set 15: oy, v, ue, aw
Set 16 wh, ph, ew, o¢
Set17: au, ey, a-e, e-¢

Set1L:

U-¢, ¢

oh thelr people

Set 19: should would

water wWamnt

whole where

because




Key vOcabuLarg

Phoneme : The smallest single Ldentifinble sound in a word. For exam-
ple, L the word ‘cat’ theve ave three Phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written vepresentation of souunds.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For examples, /sh/ tn the words
‘shop’.

Trigraph: three Letters making one sound. For example, /toh/ in the word
‘nioht’.

Split digraph: two vowel Letters spilt but are spilt by one or more conso-

nants for example, /a-e/ tn the word ‘cake’.

Pure sounls: We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the
sounds ano supporting children tn reading words. If we mispronounce

these sounds we will make veading havder for our children.

Supporting Your child with reading at howe.

- Only 1 in = children are vend a bedtime story at night.

Reading a bedtime story every night to Your ehild tmproves thelr

outcontes.

It Ls important that the children read and ve vead thelr texts. We sug-
gest that they read thelr text 4 times across the week working on
these skills :

- Decoding
- Fluency

- Exp ressLon




Supporting Your chilal with writing at howe,

F W A
saythe L ji_,«’ worol
Streteh the “I>
Segment the word (robot arms)

Blend the

Count the sounds within the word using pho- i neme fin-

gers ,'Iﬁ:lﬁll
o

say the whole

This sequence can be used for any word where the children have been
taught the GPCs within the word.

When writing sentences we encourage the children to plan their sentence
first, vehearse it and then use thelr knowledge of the GPC’s taught and
the harder to vead words to complete it.




Resources to support at howte

The mnemonics for each of the GPCs
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